pLCAGW General Membership Meeting

Thursday, June 11, 2009, 6:30-9:30 pm

Present:  Ann Cagigas (President);  Pat Condie (co-VP);  Leslie Axelrod;  Beverly Femino;  Judy Campbell (co-VP);  Marie Pokraka;  Maureen Lopina (Secretary);  Cindy Bauley;  Samantha Hargrove;  Karen Rechnitzer;  Lou Lamb;  Margaret Wills;  Rachel Silber;  DeAnne Lopez;  Tabitha Supernaugh;  Marisa Smith;  Kathy Tremper;  Virginia Malouff;  Nancy Sherwood;  JoAnn Robinson (Treasurer);  Angela Love-Zaranka   
Snacks out/social time

We read the minutes silently.

Round-table introductions.

Marie P. implemented a “Breastfeeding Resource Nurse” program at Inova Fairfax Hospital (used to be here under Vergie’s direction).
PESI is offering online CEU courses on skin-to-skin.

Welcome, from Ann Cagigas.

Maureen read aloud the addenda to the minutes from the March 1, 2009, quarterly membership meeting;  minutes approved. 

Judy is working on getting Michelle Obama to participate in World Breastfeeding Week (August 1-7)………….Ann through Red Cross?
Theme of WBW is “A Vital Emergency Response;  Are You Ready?” 

Marie lobbied in conjunction with the DC Breastfeeding Task Force, with Christine ___(professional lobbyist from AAP)………..Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (NY) and one other member.  

Send emails to whitehouse.gov in support of BF.

Maureen wondered if Michelle Obama and any of her female staffers were helped by La Leche League.
For the newest members of our chapter, we agreed that the dues paid will be applied to the new fiscal year. 

Ann said that in the Caribbbean  (she worked in Puerto Rico), she always taught hand-expression.

Marie announced there are job openings at Andrews AFB, and Inova Fairfax.

Vergie’s courses are being offered at Inova Fair Oaks.  

Kathy talked about gluten allergy in her 18 month old granddaughter;  the occupational therapist supported BF, but the psychologist did not.
Pat Shelly asked if we are all aware that Medela is non-compliant with the Code due to adverts of bottles and teats.

Angela is treasurer for IBLCE.  She and Pat Shelly discussed Medela’s and Code compliance……….too “nebulous.”  

Next meeting is Sept. 13, 2009;  we need nominating committee for new officers (terms for president and secretary will expire in 2010).   Membership renewal time is September. 

Ann asked  members to ler her know if they wish to be excluded form any of her BF email updates.  We adjourned the business meeting at 7:30 pm,  to hear Drs. Catherine Chao and Benjamin Enav speak on failure to thrive and allergies in infancy.  

